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You may have heard that plastic bags are recyclable, but did you know that plastic film is, too?

Consumer goods are often shipped to retailers in packages or on pallets wrapped with plastic film because it protects products from contam-
ination during shipping, helps secure goods to reduce breakage and damage, and helps protect inventory from shrinkage or loss. Addition-
ally, plastic film is found throughout retail establishments in the form of bags and product overwraps.

Why recycle plastic film?

Businesses care about smart recycling practices. Retail customers care too, and they like to feel good about where
they shop. Recycled plastic film also has a market value—there’s a strong domestic market for this material to make things like composite 
lumber. Many retailers can find a significant amount of this material in their stockrooms and in bins used to collect bags and wraps returned 
by customers. Therefore, a well-designed program to collect and sell good quality plastic film to recyclers can offset operating costs, poten-
tially generate revenue for the retailer, and can reduce waste disposal costs.

Plastic film

Plastic film is thin polyethylene plastic used for wraps, packaging, and commercial/retail use bags. It is sometimes called stretch film or 
shrink film.

There are a few differences between recycling plastic film and recycling other plastics, like bottles, jars and jugs. The main difference? Except 
in a few cases, plastic film cannot be recycled in your curbside bin at home. Instead, it must be taken to a drop-off location, like a grocery or 
other retail store, to be collected for recycling.

About us

The Wrap Recycling Action Program (WRAP) is a national public awareness and outreach initiative designed to make plastic film – including 
wraps, bags, and flexible packaging – a commonly recycled material with a strong and ever-growing recycling rate.

WRAP works with stakeholders including local and state governments, retailers, and material recovery facilities (MRFs) to educate consumers 
about what types of plastic film are recyclable, and how and where to recycle it. Many successful WRAP campaigns across the U.S. have 
helped communities keep plastic film out of their MRFs and increase the amount of plastic film collected for recycling at drop-off locations.



What can be recycled?

Most plastic film collected for recycling may carry either a #2 HDPE or #4 LDPE mark. 
Common commercial or industrial use examples include: 

Grocery, produce, newspaper, and 
retail bags

Film and bags designed to protect
or transport merchandise

Case, shrink, and pallet
(stretch film) wraps

Dry cleaning bags

Consumer product packaging
(bathroom tissue, paper towels, bulk item 
case wrap)

Zipper type food storage bags and 
bread bags

Bubble wrap and air packets (shipping)

Recycling tips and best practices

Keeping the film CLEAN, DRY, and CONTAMINANT FREE is important to recycling this material. 
Recyclers say that it is essential to keep the following out of your recycling bins to protect the quality of your material:

• Any material other than #2 or #4 plastic film (can be stiff and/or crinkly)
• Any plastic that tears like paper
• Degradable bags and film
• Rigid plastics—bottles, clamshells, buckets, etc.
• Tape, paper or other waste
• Food Waste
• Rigid foam or packing “peanuts”

Typically, small labels and permanent marker on films are okay to recycle, as they will be removed in the recycling pro-
cess.

What is not accepted?
• Degradable/compostable bags or film packaging
• Pre-washed salad mix bags
• Frozen food bags
• Candy bar wrappers
• Chip bags
• Six-pack rings



Moore Recycling Associates, nationally known experts in establishing 
recycling programs, recommends the following steps:

1.  Consider how you will manage the material you collect. 
Many retailers backhaul to a central distribution center or warehouse. Make sure your bags and film are protected from contamination on 
the truck. If you cannot backhaul, can a wholesaler take your film to their warehouse for recycling? Can you work with a local hauler to 
collect your material? If you have space for storage and you’re generating more than a ton per month, consider baling your film.

2. Learn about the quality specifications of the recycler/hauler who will pick up your material. 
This may mean contacting someone at your distribution center who is in charge of consolidation of recyclables. Coordinating with the 
recycler/hauler to develop your program will help ensure that you are collecting quality material. Additionally, designating a clean and dry 
storage location will help protect the quality of the material.

3. Conducting a sample audit of plastic film waste from around your store will allow you to check for contaminants before you 
begin a large-scale collection. 
For information on completing a plastic film audit, visit: plasticfilmrecycling.org/tips.

4. Training employees to identify which films are recyclable using information from your sample audits can help produce more 
valuable material. 
Use signage on bins that clearly displays what materials can be recycled. If you have drop-off bins for customers to use, making sure your 
employees can answer customers’ questions will help keep your bins free of contaminants.

5. Placing collection bins or racks in locations where most of the plastic film is routinely generated will help increase employee 
and customer participation. 
For many retailers, this would be at the entrance(s) for customers to bring back bags and film AND in the back of the store for collecting your 
store’s material. For convenience, place recycling bins near trash bins to make it as easy to recycle as to discard the material. Recyclers state 
that is important to use collection bags made of a resin that can be recycled along with the film being collected – e.g., HDPE or LDPE.

6. Designating an employee(s) to coordinate film collection throughout your store will help improve your program efficiency 
and ultimately the value of the materials.
 He or she will be in charge of collecting bags from collection bins, doing spot checks for contamination, and will be in charge of storing the 
material.

7. Maintain communication with your recycler/hauler to continually meet quality requirements.

8. Keep employees informed on how the recycling program is going to keep them motivated.

Customer Drop Off: Many retailers have collection bins at their entrances or elsewhere in their stores to offer a place for consumersto 
return their film and bags. There are several things your business can do to make a customer drop-off program more successful

•  Provide well-marked recycling bins with posters in conve-
nient locations.

• Place posters near bin opening to deter customers from 
putting waste in the bin.

• Place garbage cans nearby to decrease waste in the
• recycling bins.

• Use clear bags to help with quality control and to limit 
contamination.

• Educate employees so they can answer customer
• questions about how and what to recycle.



Retailer Resources

The following are available resources to make your collection program a success

Poster
11”x17”

This poster is designed to 
go on or above your film 
recycling bin. Clear messages 
plus images have been found 
to be the most effective way to 
increase film recycling without 
increasing contamination.

Window Cling
7”x10”

This window cling, usually 
placed at the front entrance, 
allows you to announce to 
your customers your partici-
pation in a national program 
dedicated to enhancing 
plastic film recycling.  

Tip Card
4”x6”

This tip card is universally 
used by partners to spread the 
word. It is easy to hand out 
with receipts or use as a bag 
stuffer.

Dangler
5.5”x7.75”

The dangler is a visible 
reminder to retail customers 
about recycling their house-
hold film packaging using 
at-store collection bins.

L Shape Counter Display
6”x7”

The counter signage is a 
visible reminder to retail cus-
tomers about recycling their 
household film packaging 
using at-store collection bins.

Shelf Flag
6”x6.25”

The shelf flag is a visible 
reminder to retail customers 
about recycling their house-
hold film packaging using 
at-store collection bins.

Print ready versions of these resources are available for download at https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recycling-in-your-community/
wrap/seattle-wrap/



Signage and Bins

Consumers and employees want to know where they can recycle their plastic bags and other recyclable film and wraps. In addition to 
providing recycling bins in convenient locations, grocers and retailers can help through employee and consumer education. Posters and 
well-marked recycling bins near entrances remind customers to return bags for recycling.

• Conveniently locate garbage cans for consumers to place their trash
• Ideally, locate garbage cans so consumers reach it before reaching the plastic bag recycling bin to avoid contamination
• Use transparent bins and transparent bags to enable better quality control
• Place signage near the recycling bin opening to deter consumers from putting trash in the bin
• Avoid recycling bins that resemble garbage cans

Recycling Bins

• Transparent bins enable better quality control.
• Signage near the bin opening helps to deter consumers from putting trash in the bin
• Avoid bins that resemble garbage cans.
• Place bins near the front of the store.
• Offer convenient access for consumers to place their trash in garbage cans. Ideally they should be located so consumers reach the 

garbage can before reaching the plastic bag recycling bin to avoid contamination.

Backend Collection Bins

What type of bin or collection system you use in the back will depend on how you plan to get your scrap to market (backhaul to distribu-
tion center, bagged and picked up by recycler with cardboard, baled and stored on site for pick up by a buyer).

Bin type will also depend on your space constraints. Ideally you put a collection frame or container with a clear #2 or #4 bag near points 
of film generation. Once full that bagged material can be consolidated out of the way in a larger bin where staff also dump bagged film 
from the front of the store or business.

This retail collection bin has the capacity to hold significantly more material than traditional 
bins. They were provided for WRAP campaigns by the recycler, Trex, as part of a rebate 
program. 



Add A Location to the Drop-Off Directory

Providing a Drop Off Program as part of your own film collection strategy lets your community know 
about your commitment to reducing waste and support for the recycling of plastic bags, film and 
wrap. Grocers, dry cleaners and other retail businesses can all be part of a growing network of drop 
off locations which together are making it more and more convenient for the public to recycle plastic 
film.

To ad a location visit: https://bagandfilmrecycling.org

FAQ

These are some frequently asked questions by consumers:

What is “plastic film”?
Plastic film is thin polyethylene plastic used for wraps, packaging or commercial/retail use bags. It’s sometimes called stretch film. Polyeth-
ylene (PE) film may carry a #2 HDPE or #4 LDPE mark.

What types of plastic film and bags should I recycle?
Most clean and dry plastic films and bags are 100% recyclable at participating retail and local drop off locations. Some of the most com-
mon examples are shown. Also, any bag or wrap with the How2Recycle label shown can be put in the bin. Generally, if plastic film stretches 
when you pull it with your fingers, it’s okay to recycle it.

Where can I recycle plastic film and bags?
In most communities around the United States, plastic film, wraps and bags should be taken to participating retail locations or local drop off 
sites. Please see below for more information about why bags shouldn’t go in curbside bins.

Why can’t I put my bags in my curbside bin/cart?
While a few local programs accept bags and wraps in their curbside collection programs, most do not. That’s because the bags and wraps 
have to be clean and dry to be recycled, and collecting them in curbside bins with bottles and containers generally leaves them too dirty 
and wet to be recycled. Additionally, bags and films can jam sorting machinery, creating problems
for the businesses that sort recyclables.

Why can’t frozen food or pre-washed salad bags go into the bin with my carryout bags?
Many of these bags may contain a barrier polymer or other additives that is not the polyethylene (#’s 2 and 4) plastic that recyclers want. 
These polymer barriers help protect the food and extend shelf life but recyclers consider them to be a contaminant in the recycling bin.

What happens to recycled materials?
Like all plastics collected for recycling, plastic film can be recycled into many useful products. Plastic film can be used to make composite 
lumber for making decks, benches, and playground sets. Plastic film can also be reprocessed into small pellets, which can be made into new 
bags, pallets, containers, crates, and pipe.

Key Contacts

For all operational questions contact:
Sargun Saran  

Return It 
Email: ssaran@returnit.ca 
Phone: 604-473-2445

For all consumer awareness questions contact:
Sarah Lindsay 

American Chemistry Council 
Email: sarah_lindsay@americanchemistry.com

Phone: 202-249-6739


